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INRE-00 SAM-01 SAB-01 DHA-02 OC-05 CCO-OO SCS-03 

SCA-01 SY-05 A-01 OPR-02 AID-05 OMB-01 SCCT-01 USSS-00 

ORM-01 PM-04 H-02 INR-07 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 
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O P 241428Z SEP 75 

FM AMEMBASSY BEIRUT 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 6359 

INFO AMEMBASSY AMMAN PRIORITY 

USINT BAGHDAD 

AMEMBASSY CAIRO PRIORITY 

AMEMBASSY DAMASCUS PRIORITY 

AMCONSUL JERUSALEM PRIORITY 

AMEMBASSY JIDDA PRIORITY 

AMEMBASSY KUWAIT PRIORITY 

AMEMBASSY LONDON 

AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 

AMEMBASSY PARIS 

AMCONSUL STUTTGART 

AMEMBASSY TEHRAN 

AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV PRIORITY 

USUN NEW YORK 2963 

USCINCEUR VAIHINGEN GER 

CINCUSNAVEUR LONDONUK 

COMSIXTHFLT 

CTF SIX ZERO 

CTF SIX ONE 

CFT SIX TWO 

FOSIF ROTA SPAIN 

FICEURLANT NORFOLK VA 

DIA WASHDC 

CIA WASHDC 
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E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINS, PINT, LE 

SUBJECT: AFTER ANOTHER BAD NIGHT, BEIRUT IS TENSE; POLITICAL 
TALKS CONTINUE 

REF: BEIRUT 11858 (NOTAL) 

1. SUMMARY: ANOTHER ROUGH NIGHT SEPT 23-24 HAS REHEATED 
TENSIONS IN BEIRUT, ESPECIALLY AMONG FOREIGNERS SINCE A 
SIGNIFICANT TERRORIST-STYLE INCURSION OCCURRED IN RAOUCHE 
QUARTER. FEARS ARE EXPRESSED ABOUT A SIMILAR GEOGRAPHIC 
EXTENSION OF THE CONFLICT TONIGHT IF PROGRESS NOT VISIBLE ON 
POLITICAL LEVEL. YESTERDAY'S MARONITE MEETING AT BKERKE 
ENDED WITH A VAGUELY WORDED COMMUNIQUE, BUT THE TRADITIONAL 
MARONITE POSITION RESISTING CHANGE ON CONSTITUTIONAL ISSUES 
SEEMS TO HAVE BEEN AFFIRMED. INTENSIVE DISCUSSIONS ARE 

STILL UNDERWAY ON MEMBERSHIP OF HIGH-LEVEL ' DIALOGUE" 
COMMITTEE TO DISCUSS SOCIAL AND POLITICAL ISSUES, SO FAR 
WITHOUT DISCERNIBLE RESULT. HOWEVER. A NEW CEASEFIRE HAS 
BEEN ANNOUNCED FOR 1700 HOURS (LOCAL) SEPT 24. THIS MAY BE 
SIGNAL OF PROGRESS, BUT ANNOUNCEMENT DID NOT MENTION 
POLITICAL ISSUES. THERE ARE SCATTERED BUT PERSISTENT RE- 
PORTS OF SKIRMISHES OUTSIDE BEIRUT. ECONOMY OF CAPITAL SUF- 
FERING GREATLY. FOREIGN BUSINESS COMMUNITY INCREASINGLY 
EDGY. ALL AMCITS APPEAR TO BE SAFE. END SUMMARY. 

2. BEIRUT SUFFERED ANOTHER ROUGH NIGHT SEPT 23-24. AS OF 

1600 HOURS (LOCAL) SEPT 24, HEAVIEST FIGHTING HAD DIED DOWN IN THE 
COMMON DAYTIME LULL, BUT SKIRMISHES CONTINUED IN VARIOUS 
AREAS AND TENSION WAS GREAT. 

3. ALTHOUGH THE LEVEL OF FIGHTING WAS NEVER AS HIGH DURING 
THE NIGHT AS IN LAST WEEK'S WORST STAGES.SEVERAL QUARTERS WERE 
AFFECTED. A FURTHER SECTION OF DOWNTOWN SHOPS DAMAGED BY 
FIRE. THE TEL ZAATAR PALESTINIAN REFUGEE CAMP (WHERE "RE- 
JECTIONISTS" ARE STRONG) EXCHANGED FIRE WITH PHALANGISTS AT 
ONE POINT, AND THE PREVIOUSLY QUIET RAOUCHE AREA WAS BRIEFLY 
THE SCENE OF A SHOOT-UP BY UNDETERMINED GROUPS. THIS GEO- 
GRAPHICAL EXTENSION OF THE CONFLICT SO NEAR TO RAS BEIRUT ON 
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SUCH A SIGNIFICANT SCALE IS AN OMINOUS SIGN TO THE MANY FOR- 
EIGNERS LIVING THERE. THERE IS FEAR IT WILL BE REPEATED TO- 
NIGHT, IF VISIBLE PROGRESS IS NOT MADE ON THE POLITICAL FRONT. 

4. YESTERDAY'S MARONITE MEETING AT BKERKE ENDED ON AN 
AMBIGUOUS NOTE. THE PARTICIPANTS ISSUED A GENERALLY WORDED 
COMMUNIQUE THAT SEEMED TO TAKE A TRADITIONAL LINE ON CON- 
STITUTIONAL ISSUES BECAUSE IT SUPPORTED THE "LEBANESE FORMU- 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 




Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



LA." YET ITS TONE WAS NOT AGGRESSIVE. AND LEFTIST BEIRUT 
PAPERS SEPT 24 (THE FEW THAT PUBLISHED) APPROVED BKERKE RESULT 
ON BASIS THAT IT AVOIDED FANATICAL SOLUTIONS LIKE PARTITION OF 
LEBANON. A PARTICIPANT IN MEETING CONFIRMED TO EMBOFF 
LATE SEPT 24, HOWEVER, THAT THE MEETING HAD SUPPORTED THE 
RIGHTIST VIEW THAT THERE MUST BE CEASEFIRE BEFORE SIGNIFICANT 
DISCUSSION OF LEFTIST DEMANDS. MARONITES MAY MEET AGAIN 
UNDER PATRIARCH IN FEW DAYS AFTER SEEING HOW CEASEFIRE GOES. 

5. SYRIAN FORMIN KHADDAM IS STILL IN BEIRUT. BUT HCSMAT 
CHEHABI RETURNED TO DAMASCUS YESTERDAY. INTENSIVE DIS- 
CUSSIONS CONTINUE ON FORMATION OF HIGH-LEVEL "COMMITTEE OF 
NATIONAL DIALOGUE." THERE IS AS YET NO CONSENSUS ON NUMBERS 
OR NAMES OF MEMBERS. THIS LACK OF SUCCESS SO FAR IS FACTOR 
IN MOUNTING FRUSTRATION EVIDENT THROUGHT CITY. AN EX- 
PANDED COMMITTEE OF 12 MEMBERS (UP FROM PREVIOUS PROPOSAL 
OF 6 TO 8 MEMBERS) IS CURRENTLY UNDER DISCUSSION AS A FORMULA 
MORE ACCEPTABLE TO LEFT BECAUSE IT WOULD DILUTE GEMAYEL'S 
PRESENCE REPRESENTING PHALANGE. 
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ACTION NEA-10 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 1 2 ISO-OO 10-10 SSO-OO NSCE-00 USIE-00 

INRE-00 SAM-01 SAB-01 DHA-02 OC-05 CCO-OO SCS-03 
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AMEMBASSY DAMASCUS PRIORITY 
AMCONSUL JERUSALEM PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY JIDDA PRIORITY 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 




Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 

AMEMBASSY KUWAIT PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
AMCONSUL STUTTGART 
AMEMBASSY TEHRAN 
AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV PRIORITY 
USUN NEW YORK 2964 
USCINCEUR VAIHINGEN GER 
CINCUSNAVEUR LONDONUK 
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CTF SIX ZERO 
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DIA WASHDC 
CIA WASHDC 
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6. THOUGH NO AGREEMENT YET VISIBLE ON "DIALOGUE" COMMITTE, 

IT WAS ANNOUNCED MID- AFTERNOON TODAY, SEPT 24, THAT PAR- 
TIES HAD AGREED TO NEW CEASEFIRE EFFECTIVE 1700 HOURS (LO- 
CAL) TODAY. IT WILL SUPPOSEDLY BE ACCOMPANIED BY WITH- 
DRAWAL OF ALL ARMED MEN FROM BEIRUT. THUS, AN INTENSI- 
FIED EFFORT IS UNDERWAY TO PUT THE LID ON DESPITE DIFFICULTIES 
UNSURMOUNTED. THIS COULD BE THE FIRST SIGN OF A BREAK IN THE 
DEADLOCK, BUT IT IS NOT AUSPICIOUS THAT ANNOUNCEMENT WAS 
SILENT ON POLITICAL ISSUES. 

7. REPORTS OF RENEWED TROUBLE IN ZAHLE OVER LAST FEW DAYS 
(SEE BEIRUT 1 1743 NOTAL) AND ELSEWHERE OUTSIDE BEIRUT 
PERSISTENTLY APPEAR. AS YET, THIS REMAINS SIDELIGHT TO 
MAIN DANGER IN CAPITAL, AND SECURITY OFFICERS EXPRESS NO 
ALARM-PERHAPS BECAUSE THEY DO NOT DARE TO THINK ABOUT 
SERIOUS TROUBLE IN TWO PLACES AT ONCE. TENSION IN ZAHLE AND 
SURROUNDING BEKAA DOES SEEM TO BE ON RISE. IN SOUTHERN 
OUTSKIRTS OF BEIRUT, TROUBLE BETWEEN DRUZE IN SHUWAIFAT AND 
CHRISTIANS IN HADETH IS REPORTED. THERE HAS BEEN LITTLE 
DRUZE INVOLVEMENT IN CONFLICT SO FAR, DESPITE DRUZE LEADER 
JUMBLATT'S PROMINENCE ON POLITICAL LEFT. SUSTAINED CHRISTIAN- 
DRUZE FIGHTING COULD BE EXTREMELY SERIOUS COMPLICATION. 

8. ECONOMIC DISRUPTION HAS BEEN MUCH GREATER IN THIS 
ROUND THAN IN PREVIOUS ONES. FRENCH-LANGUAGE NEWSPAPER 
"L'ORIENT-LE JOUR” ESTIMATES 1,500 SHOPS DESTROYED SO FAR, 

ALTHOUGH WE BELIEVE THIS NUMBER MAY BE TOO HIGH. THE GOVT 
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YESTERDAY ANNOUNCED A COMMITTEE TO ASSURE A SUPPLY OF FOOD 
AND ESSENTIALS TO THE POPULATION. HOWEVER, THE COMMITTEE'S 
MANDATE APPARENTLY DOES NOT INCLUDE FUEL AND GASOLINE. ARMY 
IS BEING USED TO ESCORT WATER AND BREAD CONVOYS INTO CITY. 

AS WELL AS AMBULANCES. FOREIGN PRESS REPORTS OF ATTACKS 
ON AIRPORT (UNTRUE) CAUSED LUFTHANSA HEADQUARTERS TO CANCEL 
FLIGHTS INTO AND OUT OF BEIRUT. ADDITIONALLY, PAN AM IS 
CANCELLING FLIGHT 1 10 SUNDAY EVENING SEPT 28 FROM ROME TO 
BEIRUT AND DAMASCUS AND RETURN FLIGHT 1 1 1 MONDAY MORN 
ING SEPT 29 TO CUT OPERATING COST ON LIGHT LOADS. 

9. TO BEST OF EMBASSY KNOWLEDGE ALL AMCITS SAFE. BUT 
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AMERICAN COMMUNITY, PARTIALLY IN REACTION TO INCIDENT LAST 
NIGHT IN RAOUCHE, IS INCREASINGLY CONCERNED ABOUT SECURITY 
AND DISRUPTION OF LIFE. GM PLANS TO EVACUATE 17 DEPENDENTS 
TO LONDON TOMORROW; CHICAGO BRIDGE AND IRON, WHICH HAS 
10-12 EXPATRIATE FAMILIES, EVACUATED EMPLOYEES EARLIER 
THIS WEEK; AND, IN ADDITION TO FIRST NATIONAL CITY BANK (SEE 
BEIRUT 1 1797 NOTAL), TWO OTHER BANKS-MORGAN GUARANTY 
AND CHASE MANHATTAN-HAVE SENT EMPLOYEES AND FAMILIES 
OUT OF COUNTRY TEMPORARILY. SEVERAL OTHER FIRMS ARE CON- 
SIDERING EVACUATION, AND A MAJOR EXODUS OF PRIVATE AMERI- 
CAN COMMUNITY COULD DEVELOP BY THE WEEKEND IF SECURITY 
SITUATION REMAINS TENSE. IMPORTANT FACTOR IN MANY FIRMS' 
DECISIONS WILL BE WHETHER AMERICAN COMMUNITY SCHOOL, 
SCHEDULED TO OPEN NEXT MON, SEPT 29, RESUMES ON SCHEDULE. 
DECISION WILL BE TAKEN BY SCHOOL BOARD FRI, SEPT 26. 

10. COMMENT: THOUGH THE HOPE REMAINS THAT KHADDAM'S 
MEDIATION WILL PUT TOGETHER A SETTLEMENT, TIME IS RUNNING 
OUT AND THE POSSIBILITY OF FAILURE CANNOT BE EXCLUDED. FORM- 
ING A COMMITTEE THAT CAN AND WILL TACKLE COUNTRY'S LONG- 
UNRESOLVED SOCIAL AND POLITICAL ISSUES MEANINGFULLY IS A 
FORMIDABLE TASK. ADDING TO PROBLEM IS APPARENT TENDENCY 
OF SOME PARTIES TO ENCOURAGE MAXIMUM POLITICAL 
CONFRONTATION AND EVEN A DETERIORATING SECURITY SITUATION AS 
BARGAINING COUNTER IN THE POLITICAL JOCKEYING. 

GODLEY 
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